
 

1 

 

Peace In Spite of Personal Problems 
Psalm 119:161-168  --  Week 45  

Psalm 119:161 Great men have persecuted me, though they have no reason to, but I stand in awe 

of only your words. 162 I rejoice in your laws like one who finds a great treasure. 163 How I 

hate all falsehood, but how I love your laws. 164 I will praise you seven times a day because of 

your wonderful laws.  165 Those who love your laws have great peace of heart and mind and do 

not stumble. 166 I long for your salvation, Lord, and so I have obeyed your laws. 167 I have 

looked for your commandments, and I love them very much; 168 yes, I have searched for them. 

You know this because everything I do is known to you.                                                 TLB 

 

 The Psalmist is not just facing problems, he is facing persecution. 

 God’s work being done in our hearts will allow us to be lifted above 
the circumstances, but maybe not out of the circumstances. 

 
 The psalmist is a persecuted man. 

 He had to make a choice. Will he stand in awe of the prince of power 
or stand in awe of scripture?   

 Will we stand under the power of sin or stand in awe of the promises 
of God? 

 Humans are humans. God is God. 

 The psalmist’s heart was being attacked but he stood in awe of the 
Word of God more than the words of those hurting him. 

 
 The psalmist is a praising man. 

 The psalmist detested lying, which suggests the lies of false religion. 

 We must learn to say no to sin by first hating it. 

 Sin must be replaced with something we love. 

 Religious falsehoods are the most dangerous falsehoods of all-- they 
not only deceive people, but they also damn them to a future of 
torment. 

 
 The psalmist is a peaceful man. 

 The word stumble really means to offend. 

 God’s peace does not depend on the circumstances of life. 
 
 The psalmist was a patient man. 

Impatience implies I have not done God’s commandments or trusted 
His ways. 
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 The psalmist was a passionate man. 
I am not sure that we can find a better word for passionate than the word 
love. 

 
 The psalmist was a perfect man. 
 

Final Thoughts 
 Our focus must be on a life that desires to know God and to keep His 
precepts.   
 What are they?  “Be ye holy for I am holy.” 

 We let trials, like the psalmist, turn to praise. 

 Our life trusting God brings peace. 

 In the end we become people with godly patience. 

 


